Reply from the Authors: We thank Dr. Watson for drawing attention to the dictum that the glossopharyngeal (IXth) nerve supplies only one muscle, the stylopharyngeus, as also taught by our former distinguished Professor of Anatomy, J.C. Boileau Grant.
2 Dr. Watson states that the levator veli palatini muscle (LVP) receives its innervation from the vagus but not from the facial or IXth cranial nerves.
However, in agreement with our article, 1 further anatomic evidence indicates otherwise. In monkeys, the LVP is innervated by the facial nerve through its greater petrosal branch. 3 Study of human fetuses and embryos reveals that the LVP is innervated by the IXth, but not the vagus, nerve. 4 There is anatomic variation. Dissection of adult human cadavers has shown that the LVP receives its motor supply from the IXth nerve in some humans, the IX and the vagus nerves in others, and from the vagus in others. 5 Motoneurons to the LVP are located in the nucleus ambiguus bilaterally as well as in the ipsilateral retrofacial nucleus, but not in the facial nerve nucleus. 6 The bilateral innervation of the LVP from the nucleus ambiguus may account for our observation that most of our patients with symmetric palatal tremor had unilateral pseudohypertrophy of the inferior olivary nucleus in keeping with predominantly unilateral damage to the brainstem tegmentum. 
